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ROTARY CLUB OF CANTERBURY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
PRESIDENTS REPORT

I believe the year to have been quiet and successful, and I am particularly grateful to the officers of the
Club and the Service Committee Chairmen. It has been a year for new blood with a new Secretary and
Treasurer plus new chairmen of the Community and Vocational Service Committees. The real strength
of the club remains as always with the membership in general.

On the statistical side, we have sadly lost two members through resignation, Howard Nutiall and Ron
Flaherty - and gained only one, Leslie Stephenson, The one area in which we could possibly have done
better, was in the recruitment of new members.

The issues that have risen spontaneously from within the club have not been as exciting 4s in some
previous years, but nevertheless provided some cause for thought. In particular our decision to pull
out of the cricket tent parinership — in which so many members have invested time and effort. We have
become a registered charity under the guidance of Jake Davies who can hardly have expected such a
chore during his first year as Treasurer. We have also had a had a look at the way Aperitif Meetings
are working and expect to have introduced more meat into them by the end of this Rotary year.

My personal agenda for the year had only four items in it:

1. To strengthen our relationship with the Forest of Blean Club, which thanks to the efforts of Andrew
Barchi and our sports cum social evening, has got under way.

2. To illuminate the activities of our main Service Committees far more and with the successful
introduction of more frequent and detailed reports during open meetings, members have had the
opportunity to appreciate the considerable efforts put in by other service committees.

3. Possibly the most challenging item was an attempt to re-introduce a Rotaract Club into Canterbury.
This has been the only area in which some members have openly expressed reservation about the
move. Colin Stone has done a wonderful job in getting the project under way and we now have a core
of Rotaractors who will need our active support in the future. We must now maintain a matching core
of Rotarians to give this support.

4. To introduce service awards to deserving people outside of Rotary, in recognition of their services
to the community or elsewhere. Our first award to Hilda Keates has already been made and I hope that
the process continues.

5. Other milestones for me include the Old Stagers production at the Gulbenkian Theatre, meeting a
super set of foundation ambassadorial scholars, the excellent District Conference — for which we had
such an enthusiastic delegation, the Vocational Committee debates and the enormous pleasure of
entertaining some memorable visiting speakers to our meetings, (and of course all the other events that
have slipped my mind at the time of writing.)

There are many members who work quietly for the club with out fuss or recognition, representing our
interests in numerous ways. I would like to mention one — who will not thank me for the publicity,
Chris Laming. Chris quietly and conscientiously looks after the jobs of Curator, Stewards Secretary
and represents our interests to both the Cricket Club and the White Horse Caterers. He seems to have
advanced the technique of gently prodding (those who need prodding) with a pointed stick almost to
the level of a science. Thanks Chris, you have made my year a lot easier.

Barry Rice
(President)
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The success of the Club Service Committee depends on the quality of those
reporting to it in their capacities. This year is no exception to the high
standards previously attained and the Chairman is very grateful for the
support given and for Second Vice-President Ray Sandy's support at all times
in a hectic year.

We started off in the Committee Room, had one meeting in the Bat and Ball
Public House (alas only one did I hear?), and the rest in the 'Tea Room’.

F ER P

During the course of the year one new member was fully processed, an analysis
of available vocations prepared and research into 'might have beens'
initiated, where likely candidates dropped out at some stage of the process
in the past. Having heard at district level the problems some clubs seem to
be in in respect of the process towards membership, our team is to be
congratulated on their thoroughness under Roger Clarke's Chairmanship.

FOUNDATION

There were eleven Foundation students in the district, Canterbury had seven,
Margate had two and Langley Park and the Forest of Blean had one each. At the
time of writing three have already returned home.

Next year we shall have eleven in district again of which Canterbury will have
three, Forest of Blean four, West Wickham. Margate, St Leonards and Folkestone
one each. Two of the students are Eastern European language students on short
term courses.

Thanks again to Sidney for organising us and the district so smoothly. Some
of you will already know that he is moving on to the international stage
joining RI President Bill Huntly's team in a worldwide role to do with
scholars. Congratulations and best wishes to Sidney from us all in this
connection.

ROUP DY EXCHANGE

Arrangements are in hand in respect of the in coming Malaysian team which
involves Club members from the 6th to 10th June. Those participating will
already have had Alistair Scott's letter and details as he is again organising
this.
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B R’ ECRETARY - PROGRAMME

Many Clubs seem to live very hand to mouth on almost an 'ad hoc' basis leading
to lots of problems. We are fortunate in being so well 'programmed' in
advance by our human computer, Chris Laming who so reliably keeps us on our
yearly course.

BULLETIN

There cannot be enough use of the Bulletin and we should all try to use it
more to communicate within the Club so that Philip Abbott is not chasing us
for items but is 'swamped'. Thank you Philip for your perscnal effort in all
journalistic skills needed to produce an enjoyable and informative read for
us all.

E.R.O.

Malcolm Ward has raised the Club's profile as much as he can and will continue
to do so in times when no matter the quality of the Press Release it is a
lottery if your material will be selected for publication.

NFEREN FFICER

Roger Bickerton's lot was never a happy one with all the problems coordinating
Eastbourne Hotels, Rotarians and their wives to suit all our tastes and
budgets which he has managed so successfully in the past. However, in 1994
conference is all under one roof in Brighton and numbers according to District
are already more than the total attending the whole conference last year.

REGISTER

The calculation of our averages and the continual 'marking cf our cards' has
been quietly supervised by Ken Beere whose precise minutes were also greatly
appreciated.

FELLOWSHIP
The arrangements for Fellowship this year have been excellent with enjoyable

and memorable evenings including an Autumn Aperitif evening and the Christmas
Dinner for which Pip Arnold and his team deserve our appreciation.




FF R
We tactfully engineered not wining the Invicta Inter=Club Golf Trophy.

We surprised ourselves with our ability, skills, stamina and fitness (was this
Jjust to impress our wives!) in a hugely enjoyable sports evening organised by
Andrew Barchi with the Forest of Blean at King School Sports Centre.

Next year's diary will include another Sports Evening against the Forest of
Blean Club but after Christmas this time so that everyone can get into
training now.

Congratulations to Tim Brett who is carrying the Club's colours to St Andrew's
this year in the Rotary National Golf Competition based on his success in
previous years.

In conclusion I will take this opportunity to express my own personal thanks
to all the members of the Club Service Committee not only for their support
but their contribution to our Meetings and the unfailing support of our
President gently nudging me in the right direction!

M H S Bridgeford
Committee Chairman
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ROTARY CLUB OF CANTERBURY

Community Service Report 1993/94

Acknowledgements

I am indebted to the members of the Community Service Committee who have been
generous with their time and with their support for the Committee's activities over the past
year. It has been a good year with many new initiatives in addition to regular events.

The Committee is also grateful to the local media, and the Kent Messenger Group and BBC
Radio Kent in particular, for their willingness and help in publicising Rotary activities.

Fund Raising

We started the year off with a very successful fund-raising 'Swimathon’ last August which
raised £915.

In November we received two anonymous donations which helped us to buy a much needed
computer for Gary Newman handicapped as a result of a serious head injury.

This month we managed to persuade the Rotary Club of Colchester, who were visiting
Canterbury and lunched at the King's School, to donate a 'premium’ of £145 on the cost of
their lunch to our Hero Nightingale appeal. Seven year old Hero is very gifted child but is
also very seriously handicapped and needs our help badly.

On 4th June 1994 the proceeds of Family Fun Day at the King's School Recreation Centre
will go to the Samaritans and other local charities.

In July the Youth Orchestra of the Royal College of Music have agreed to donate the
proceeds of their concert to local charities. This is a joint venture with Christ Church
College and the King's School who have provided a venue and accommodation, respectively,
to enable the Orchestra to come to Canterbury.

Service

During the past year, we have tried to give service as well as money to local charities and
voluntary organisations. Committee Members have visited over a dozen voluntary
organisations and individuals, establishing links with Rotary, assessing needs, and offering
and providing practical help. The attached schedule A lists some of these.

In August 1993, we staffed the Strode Park 'Win-a-Car' stall, helping them to raise £448.

In December, six Rotarians took a group of handicapped children to the Kent and East
Sussex Railway's 'Santa Special. We are very grateful to lan Wright for organising this. Next
month, lan is also arranging another outing for the children, this time to Benboms.

In March 1994, with the help of Alan Goodman, lan MacDonald, Martin Ward and David
Naumann, the Club presented its first Community Service Award to Hilda Keates for her
services to ‘Tapes for the Blind'.

In April, John Hill, and Alastair Scott joined Medway Club Rotarians as helpers at their
biennial 'Handicamp'. This proved to a well-worthwhile and moving experience and one
which we shall hope to repeat in future years.
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In planning for the future, Roddy Tyndale-Biscoe has led a Committee initiative in
developing stalls and activities which 'travelling' Rotarians can offer to charities and
voluntary organisations to help them raise funds for themselves : we will provide the
'service' and 'equipment’, they will benefit from the funds raised as a result of our help.

Donations

Over the past year, we have made donations, and provided facilities for voluntary
organisations, to a total value of £1,260. Schedule B attached lists these.

Chairmanship

For the past year, | have been serving on the Executive Committee of the Independent
Schools Bursars' Association and as Chairman of a number of its sub-commitiees. The
ISBA serves some 600 schools and is undergoing rapid change and development. Since last
month, 1 have also been asked to take on the duties of Honorary Treasurer. As a result, |
am no longer able to devote enough time to the task of chairing the Community Service
Committee. Roddy Tyndale-Biscoe has very kindly agreed to take over from me and I look
forward to continuing to serve the Committee under his chairmanship.

i Koo="|

BE—

Nick Lewis
Chairman
Community Service Committee

May 1994
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ROTARY CLUB OF CANTERBURY
ANNUAL REPORT - VOCATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE

The Vocational Committee have had a productive year organising the following events.

a.

Visits

Chatham Dockyard 19 June 1993

Ickham Walk - 8 July 1993

Dover Docks - 26 August 1993

Hornby Hobbies - 12 October and 9 November 1993
Shepherd Neame - 17 February 1994

To come - RAF Ash - 16 June 1994

Many people have assisted in organising the events including Jake Davies, Peter
Bradley, Alan Goodman, John Beckett, Peter Wood.

School's Public Speaking Competition - 11 November 1994

Splendid event with 8 teams entering sponsored by Nat West Bank, Robert
Brett & Sons and the University of Kent at Canterbury.

Canterbury High School and Simon Langton (Girls) School won the prizes.
My Job Talk

Alan Dawkins has recast advice to new Rotarians giving this talk and discussion
on this subject continues.

Scrap Computers

Jake Davies kindly gave a computer given to the Orchard School and now
Kings School have also generously donated a computer which we are inclined
to give to the Orchard School also.

Debate

The focus of the Committee has hinged on consideration of Ethics and we have
had two events at the Old Rectory at Ickham for debate amongst members and
wives. The first was led by Phillip Gardener on the question of 'Fraud', and
the second by Roger Harrop concerned with 'Ethics in Business'.

Altogether more adventurous is the proposed Inter-Rotary Debate to be
organised at the Executive Suite at Kent County Cricket Ground on October 6
1994 on the subject of Crime and Punishment.

Mock Job Interviews

Ken Beere continues his excellent work in organising us to give mock
interviews to School children.

Drug Abuse

We are encouraged by District to be aware of the problems of Drug Abuse and
to that end Anton Derkaze from the Ramsgate Centre visited us and gave us a
talk during the year, as did PC Pat Todd.

Altogether it has been a good year and I would like to add my personal thanks’
to my Committee. Particular to Vice Chairman, Roger Harrop and Secretary,
John Clague.
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