JPPS - PREPREGNANCY HEALTH IN SURINAME

BACKGROUND

The Caribbean country Suriname is located on the north-eastern coast of South America and has an
ethnically diverse population of 541,638 people. The urban districts Paramaribo and Wanica harbor
the largest proportion of the total population (Paramaribo 44.5%, Wanica 21.8%). The main ethnic

and high inflation.

The annual number of births Is 10.000 and 90% of births are delivered in the hospitals in Paramaribo.

One out of five Prégnancies has adverse perinatal outcomes including stillbirths, preterm births and
low birthweight babies, see figure 1.
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Figure 1. Prevalence of adverse perinatal outcomes in Suriname (source Perisur)

pregnancies, tribal and Indigenous people), social factors (lower educated women, women living in
non-urban areas, poor residential conditions, not insured women) and environmental factors
(€xposure to neurotoxicants such as mercury and lead).




